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A Message from the Head of School 

A Wyndcroft education is much more than pencils, books, scientific experi-
mentation, conjugations, and algorithms. Building the strong foundational 
skills necessary for critical reading and writing, foreign language develop-
ment, mastery of the sciences and mathematics will remain the pillars for 
an exceptional academic program. However, every Wyndcroft teacher will 
attest to the importance of creativity and collaboration both inside and 
outside the classroom. 

In recent months, whether in the global studies of World of Wyndcroft, the traditions of 
French Fete, various dramatic plays and performances, or the initiatives of Wyndcroft Un-
plugged, teachers have encouraged students to call  upon logic, imagination, intuition, 
and systemic reasoning, to explore possibilities of what is and what could be. Enjoy this 
edition of Wyndchimes that highlights the accomplishments of an entire school  
community well beyond the daily assignments in the classroom. A Wyndcroft education 
builds  both cognitive skill development while fostering the creativity, resilience, leader-
ship, problem solving and teamwork within each child. 

About the Cover: 

During Wyndcroft  Unplugged, students spent time making all 
different sorts of masterpieces! One of the favorite activities 
(besides the egg drop contest) was the spaghetti and  
marshmallow tower. Here, two Kindergarten students work to 
create a strong cube with the materials provided. More about 
Wyndcroft Unplugged is included in this issue. 

The Wyndcroft School  

Mission Statement 
 

The Wyndcroft School is a co-educational  

elementary day school for children in grades 

Early Education through Eight.  The mission of 

the school is to offer a rigorous academic  

program enabling the child to establish a firm 

foundation for a happy and successful future 

with confidence to succeed in an ever evolving 

world.   

The curriculum is traditional and designed to 

develop the whole child.  It emphasizes  

fundamental skill instruction, character  

development, and the pursuit of excellence in 

English, history, mathematics, science, foreign 

languages and the arts.  In a small class setting, 

the school endeavors to provide a safe,  

nurturing environment fostering creativity, a 

love of learning, personal integrity,  

determination and respect for others.   
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Wyndcroft Unplugged 
Ready, set, design…..picture a room filled with over 200 students all actively engaged in design thinking activities: 
brainstorming, problem solving, and collaborating to solve a challenge. It was an incredible, magical learning envi-
ronment that inspired students and faculty from kindergarten to 8th grade.   

For three days in March, Wyndcroft students unplugged from their traditional classroom instruction to spend time 
participating in design-thinking enrichment activities. Design Thinking draws upon logic, imagination, intuition, and 
systemic reasoning, to explore possibilities of what could be, and to create desired outcomes that benefit the end 
user. A design mindset is not problem-focused; its solution focused, and action oriented. It involves both analysis 
and imagination. Incorporating skills in science, technology, engineering, art, and math, students  
explored and created new designs for many challenges over the three days. 

Throughout Unplugged, students worked in groups with their peers as well as with students of other ages. Activi-
ties ranged from all-school challenges to single-classroom and small group projects. No matter what the students 
were doing, they were experiencing new ways of thinking and new levels of creativity. 

Here is some of the feedback we received from our community…. 

 

I just wanted to commend Mrs. Haugen & Mrs. 
Harrison in the fantastic experience they  

coordinated for the students this week. I have to 
admit; Ian was skeptical going into the week but 
quickly discovered how engaging, exciting, and 

thought-provoking the days were going to be. He 
loved it! I think I heard more about his days this 

week then I ever have before. The video  
highlighting the event is fabulous as well!!  Thanks 

for an amazing experience for Ian and all of the 
students at Wyndcroft.  

-Parent of 8th grade student 

 

Thank you for an incredible 3 days of Wyndcroft 
Unplugged.  I cannot begin to tell you how much 
the kids loved it.  This morning before we left for 

the bus, [our son] said he was sad it was only 3 
days and this afternoon upon his arrival home he 
immediately said he was sad it was over.  He was 
extremely proud that the 4th grade tied with the 

8th grade for the egg dropping contest.   
His mind was racing with ideas each evening and 

he was full of stories about all the projects.  
I think he especially liked that he got to interact 

with kids from all different grades. 
-Parent of Kindergarten & 4th grade students 

This concept began as an idea last spring and grew into a truly incredible experience. We could not be prouder of 
our community for their support and participation in a whole school event that was a spectacular learning  
adventure.   
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State of the School Dinner 

On Friday, February 19, 2016 nearly 100 members of the Wyndcroft community came together for our annual  
membership meeting.  As always, this was a great evening, and offered both an opportunity to get important  
information from the Head of School and the Board of Trustees as well as a chance to strengthen our community 
by providing an opportunity for the membership to socialize and share ideas. 

Since the meeting occurred just a few days after this year’s Grammy awards, Ms. Wolter began her Head of School 
report by informing the membership that the school had recently been featured in a story on CBS highlighting that 
Taylor Swift had been a student at Wyndcroft.  Ms. Wolter spoke about the upcoming Wyndcroft Unplugged  
design thinking program that is being held for the first time this year, as well as the many performances,  
assemblies and special events that are happening throughout the school.  

After the report from the Head of School, various trustees provided reports to highlight the work of the Board 
Committees. 

The Finance Committee report revealed that the school continues to be in good financial health.  As has been the 
case in prior years, approximately 85% of the operating budget is funded by tuition, while the remainder comes in 
through development income and from rental income and fees.  We also learned that the school reached an  
important milestone this year, as the Endowment Fund recently surpassed $1 Million. 

The Building and Grounds Committee noted that the school has acquired the property on Rosedale Drive directly 
across from the school’s main entrance.  The house that was on that property has been demolished and the space 
is going to be leveled and will provide an open green space for recreation and recess.  A conceptual drawing of 
some future improvements was shown, but there are no immediate plans to make any further major  
improvements to the school grounds. 

The Marketing and Enrollment Committee highlighted a number of new programs and events that are being  
employed in an effort to increase our presence in the community as well as our enrollment numbers.  The  
Committee is engaging in ongoing efforts to update the school’s marketing materials and website.  We have  
engaged outside consultants to help us and we should be seeing updated materials in the coming months.  One of 
the goals of this effort is to ensure that our messaging is consistent and that it reflects the unique and special  
aspects of our school.  Of course, the most effective method of advertising we already have is our members.  We 
can all do our part by sharing positive feedback about the school with others and on the various social media  
channels, like www.GreatSchools.org, Google and Facebook. 

The Development Committee provided an update on the two important events that the Committee sponsors to 
help fill the gap between the dollars raised by tuition and the school’s budgeted expenses.  The first event is the 
Annual Giving Campaign.  The 2016 Annual Giving Campaign has been underway since the start of the school year 
and is critically important because it provides unrestricted funds that are necessary to enable the school to  
balance its budget each year.  This year’s participation rate is tracking slightly ahead of last year, but there is still 
plenty of work to do.  The second event is the Extravaganza.  This year’s theme will be a Silver Jubilee, since this 
year marks the 25th year of the auction.  Planning is underway and the committee is hard at work trying to secure 
donations and sponsorships. 

25th Annual Extravaganza & Auction 

Wyndcroft’s biggest night of the year, is even bigger this year as we celebrate its 25th  

anniversary! The Annual Extravaganza & Auction will be held on Saturday, April 30, 2016 

at 6:30PM. There is still time to reserve your spot at the event or make a donation.  

For all the details about how you can get involved, visit: 

www.wyndcroft.org/auction 

http://www.GreatSchools.org
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Wyndcroft On-Stage 

Second Grade Play: Slumber Party! 

Pictured above is Wyndcroft’s 2nd Grade in their recent production of Slumber Party! 

Wyndcroft Players Spring Musical: Alice in Wonderland , Jr. 

Pictured below is the Upper School musical production of Alice in Wonderland, Jr..  
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From the Non Sibi Scroll 

Drama and More Drama - Submitted by Cathy Forrest, Upper School Language Arts Teacher 

As the entire Wyndcroft community eagerly awaits the imminent performance of our school musical production of 

Alice in Wonderland Jr, this coming week-end, I spent last Friday evening watching several former Wyndcroft  

students taking to the stage in The Hill School’s excellent and highly entertaining production of The Addams  

Family. The laughs were many, the choreography energetic, the music well executed, and the evening enjoyed by 

all, including the performers themselves. 

All four of the major female roles went to former Wyndcroft students. Taylor Lange, (‘12) completely owned the 

vampish and controlling Morticia, Olivia Zitkus, (‘12) clearly relished playing the wild and willful Wednesday  

Addams, Margot Wegman, (‘12) was very funny playing Lucas’s mother, whose straight laced persona gradually 

unraveled as the story progressed, and Carly Lange, (‘14) was both unrecognizable and hilarious as the  

disreputable Grandma Addams. Congratulations to all four for their accomplished musical and dramatic  

performances. Also gracing the stage with aplomb as part of the chorus of “dead” relatives were: Kushal Modi, 

(‘13), Zack Daub, (‘14), Timir Solanki, (‘14), Rachel Swartz, (‘13), Alexandria Munoz, (‘15), and Maddie Kollar, (‘15). A 

number of other former Wyndcroft students played unseen, but important, roles backstage. 

Attending a production of this sort really brings home the fact that students who have nurtured their talent and 

love for music and drama here at Wyndcroft, under the care of committed and talented teachers such as Miss 

Exley, Mr. Ballantine, Mrs. Whitmore, and Mrs. Kolvek, really do go on to develop that talent elsewhere. How lucky 

they are to have been in a school which values drama, music, and opportunities for performance of all kinds, and 

how lucky we are to have had so many opportunities to watch them in Wyndcroft productions over the years.   

Have you connected with Wyndcroft online yet?   
 

Besides our website www.wyndcroft.org, we are also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wyndcroft. 

http://www.wyndcroft.org
http://www.facebook.com/wyndcroft
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Giving to The Wyndcroft School 

We sincerely thank the following donors for their support of the 

Annual Giving, Endowment, Restricted, and the Dr. Kate Wunner 

Professional Development Funds.   Below are gifts made to The 

Wyndcroft School from July 1 through March 31, 2016. 

Snively Society 

($15,000 and above) 

Eliza Marshall Baird ‘60 

Norman and Kathy DeLan 

Carolyn Grant and  

     Marianne Lieberman 

Alice Marshall Sharp ‘58 

Trustee Circle 

($10,000-$14,999) 

Christopher and Anna Norton 

Millennium Circle 

($5,000-$9,999) 

Anonymous 

Benjamin and Marianne Durnall 

Oscar and Teri Guerrero 

Jonathan and Danielle Lange 

Michael and Erica Logar 

Jeffrey K. Longacre and  

     Lissa Biesecker Longacre 

Erik and Kristin Paulson 

Visionary Circle 

($2,500-$4,999) 

Mr. John Bourger and  

     Ms. Selena Vanderwerf 

John and Nicole Gvodas 

Clif and Kristen Haugen 

Craig and Deborah Kachmar 

David and Ann Risell 

Carmine and Lisa Schiavone 

Mr. Robert S. Smith ‘70 

Jeffrey and Bernadette Sparling 

Artisans 

($1,000-$2,499) 

David and Beth Allain 

Stephen and Elyse Bealer 

Nicolas Bentley and Amy Lipton 

Howard and Roberta Body 

Joseph G. Brewer VMD 

David and Diane Charlton 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Daller, Jr. 

Dau Family Foundation 

Michael and Halina Laporta 

David and Jackie Lurio 

Stephen and Stephanie  

     Mitchell ‘62 

Peter and Carolyn Mlynarczyk 

Dana and Jerry Mullaney 

Dipen and Hemali Patel 

Vipul and Asmita Patel 

Joe Stoebenau and  

     Maria Shields Stoebenau 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Valoret 

Michael Wilchek and Dr. Laurie    

     Orloski 

David and Gail Wolter 

Drs. Kathleen and William Wunner 

Architects 

($500-$999) 

Sal Ali and Warqaa Majeed 

Deon Allen 

Bruma ‘61 and Rick Bochner 

Terri and Catherine Booth-Genthe 

Donald and Wendy Calcagni 

Rocky and Jillian Citrino 

Charles and Colleen Dempsey 

Amanda and Jim Dougherty 

James and Julie Kim 

The Logic Family 

Regis Martin and Rachel Labille 

Joe and Mary Miller 

Amanda B. Mitchell ‘89 

Edward Murray and 

     Maria Tucker Murray 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Musser 

Vasundhara Pogaku and  

     Baswa Ampani 

Reed and Susan Rafetto 

L. Holmes Raker ‘60 

Annual Giving Fund 
Help us Complete the Puzzle 

Gifts to the Annual Fund  

support the general operating 

budget and have an  

immediate influence on the day

-to-day vibrancy of our school. 

Board of Trustees - 100% participation 

Faculty and Staff - 100% participation 

Early Childhood - 100% participation 

 

Endowment Fund 
Endowment helps to protect the long-term 

goals of the school.  It provides income that 

ensures we can support our faculty and  

maintain our facilities for generations to 

come. 

Eliza Marshall Baird ‘60 

Jeffrey K. Longacre and  

     Lissa Biesecker Longacre 

Christopher and Anna Norton 

Alice Marshall Sharp ‘58 

 

Restricted Gifts 
Restricted gifts are directed for specific uses 

within the school. 

Norman and Kathy DeLan 

Craig and Deborah Kachmar 

 

Dr. Kate Wunner  

Professional Development 
This fund allows our teachers to learn and 

grow along with the students, keeping them 

up-to-date on the latest teaching techniques 

and theories. 

Joseph and Cheryl Donley 

Dr. Raymond Hubbard and  

     Sally Sinclair-Hubbard 

John Storb ‘60 and Elizabeth Biesiot 

 

Gifts in Kind 

Jonathan and Danielle Lange 

MGK Industries 
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Mark and Glenna Rohlfing 

Matthew and Amy Rovi 

Wolter W. Schell, Jr. ‘61 

Mehul and Rakhee Shah 

Bill and Jodi Sheppard 

Designers 

($300-$499) 

Tom and Lori Cavanaugh 

Kelly Cook ‘93 

John and Elizabeth Dollhopf 

Douglas and Lisa Dunn 

Thomas and Heidi Eccleston 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Forrest 

George and Melissa Griffaton 

Dan and Nikki Kelly 

Jennifer and Joe Lagor 

Jason and Tracy Launders 

Erik and Staci Mortenson 

Nancy and Dennis Perna 

Jill and Andrew Schardt 

Jason and Nicole Voytilla 

Sai and Pallavi Vuyyuru 

Birgit Wiswe and Victor Turcios 

Lisa and Cory Wasson 

Debra Weiss 

Founder 

(Up to $299) 

Jill Abell 

Anonymous 

Daniel and Amanda Arkans 

Don and Ekaterina Arters 

William Baas ‘83 

Phil Ballantine 

Andrew ‘83 and Jennifer Basile 

David and Mary Anne Beasten 

Michael Bensch ‘96 

David and Raynelle Betancourt 

Greg and Lellus Blazic 

Tricia Blumenstock-Daub 

Diane B. Bodolus 

William and Nancy Boerner 

Mr. and Mrs. William Boys 

Stephen Brown and Cathy Spirko 

Susan and Dick Brown 

Greg and Liz Buckles 

Mr. and Mrs. John Carles 

Jason and Allison Carr 

Benjamin Chen ‘15 

Mark V. Ciarelli ‘10 

Marcia Ziegler Dawson 

Charlotte Derr 

Michael A. DeSantis Sr. 

Kathy DeWald 

Connor DiLeo ‘13 

John and Rolande DiLullo 

Joseph and Cheryl Donley 

Ken and Amy Dorris 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Eccleston III 

Albert and Deborah Eck 

Dan Edleman 

Lauren Exley 

Paul and Tina Farnsworth 

Martin and Ida Fauth 

The Feldman Children 

Fillman Machining 

Dave and Ginny Fillman 

John and Susan Fudala 

Joan S. Gardiner 

Diane George 

Mark Gift and Stacie Olson 

Kolin D. Good MD 

Jeffrey Gorrin and Susan Fetterolf 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Gundy III 

John and MaryKay Gvodas 

Grace Gvodas ‘12 

Lois and Ray Hanling 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Harrison 

Lawrence and Janet Hendrickson 

Mr. & Mrs. Bennett Hill 

Victor and Erin Holladay 

Nora Landon and Lauren Hoyt 

Dr. Raymond Hubbard and  

     Sally Sinclair-Hubbard 

Innovative Technologies in Print 

Mr. and Dr. Douglas E. Jones 

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh E. Jones 

John and Jennifer Knighton 

Dale and Patricia Kolarz 

Faculty Anniversaries 
Each January, The Wyndcroft School celebrates 

those teachers who are have reached milestone  

anniversaries of service to the school. This year was 

no exception as three faculty members were  

recognized during an all-school Chapel. They are 

(pictured from left to right): 

 Mrs. Ann Risell (Upper School French) – 10 years 

 Mrs. Pat Kolarz (Lower School) – 20 years 

 Mrs. Beth Paulus (Upper School Language Arts) – 

10 years 
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Ladislav and Sonja Kotoulek 

Stephen and Jane Kraemer 

Steven and Kim LaGuardia 

Erlint and Svetlana Lamce 

Jan Lawrence Lange 

Eddie Lardell and Sharonda Thomas 

Fred and Denise Lay 

Barbara S. Lenzi 

Alexis Levengood ‘02 

Annika Lurio ‘07 

Samantha Lurio ‘05 

Gordon and Susan MacElhenney 

Jim and Kathi Madanci 

Scott and Brandi Marderness 

Colby and Heidi McDevitt 

Mr. Donald Merritt 

Dorothy Miller 

Rev. Daniel and Margaret Moser 

Robert Moses 

Geoffrey and Courtney Neese 

Jeff and Peggy Neese 

Jude Neiman 

Lee Ann Neiman 

Gerald and Anna Nowotarski 

Tom and Lois O’Brien 

Phyllis Orr 

Beth Paulus 

Jack and Maureen Pemrick 

Nicole Pupillo ‘10 

Sal and Paula Pupillo 

Geoffrey Pyke ‘10 

Venk Ramakrishnan 

Robert K. Rauscher 

George F. Reitnour ‘71 

Cita Revell 

Greg and Michele Ribick 

Marion E. Rice 

Sherri Robinson-Miller 

Michael and Julie Romain 

John and Susan Rutherford 

Whitney Sanders II, ‘61 

Naomi and Joshua Schmidt 

Barbara and Paul Shelton 

Cassidy Sheppard ‘14 

John and Andrea Shultz 

Sandra and Howard Smoyer 

Scott and Nikki Spatz 

James and Kristin Spencer 

Blair D. Stambaugh 

Ron and Cathy Steltz 

John Storb ‘60 and Elizabeth Biesiot 

Shawn and Jody Towell 

Alex Turock 

George F. Van Horn III ‘00 

Andrew and Eliza Vedock 

Roberto and Alyssa Vidal 

Frederick and Amanda Vogt 

Annemarie Weissing 

Charles and Anita Wilson 

Timothy Woodward and Maureen  

     Coggins 

William and Virginia Yinger 

Bo Zigner 

Alvera and John J. Zitkus 

Matching Gifts 

Organizations that matched  

contributions made by the  

Wyndcroft community.   

Bank of America 
BlackRock 
Cedarcrest Charitable Foundation 
Customized Energy Solutions 
Exelon Corporation 

GlaxoSmithKline 
Hamilton Lane 
IMS Health 
Merck 
Merrill Lynch 
MGK Industries 
Morgan Stanley 
Pfizer 
Tyco 
Vanguard 

In Memory Of 

Gifts made in memory of a loved 

one who has passed away. 

Robert Rauscher in memory of  

     Suzanna Rauscher 

Joseph G. Brewer VMD in memory of 

     Jack Dau 

In Honor Of 

Gifts made in honor of a  

special person to express gratitude 

and appreciation. 

Ken and Amy Dorris in honor of 

     Jackson Dorris ‘22 and  

     Grayson Dorris ‘25 

Ways to Give 

 

 Mail your check  

(payable to The Wyndcroft 

School) to the  

Development Office at  

1395 Wilson Street,  

Pottstown, PA 19464.   

 

 Donate on-line through our  

website at  

wyndcroft.org/giveonline 

 

 By phone to  

Susan Rutherford, Director 

of Development at  

http://www.wyndcroft.org/giveonline
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2015-2016  

Board of Trustees 
 

David B. Allain, President 

Jonathan Lange, Vice President 

Anna Norton, Treasurer 

Erik Paulson, Secretary 

 

Roberta P. Body 

Marianne Durnall 

Jeffrey E. Gorrin 

Deborah Kachmar 

Marianne Lieberman 

Carolyn Mlynarczyk 

Gerald Mullaney, Jr. 

Edward J. Murray 

Carmine Schiavone 

Alice Sharp '58 

Bernadette M. Sparling 

 

2015-2016  

Administration 
 

Gail L. Wolter 

Head of School 
 

Lisa Dunn 
Asst. Head of School 

 

Julie Romain 
Director of Admission 

 

Tina Farnsworth 
Director of Finance 

 

Susan M. Rutherford 
Director of Development 

 

Amanda Arkans 
Communications Coordinator 

Save the Dates 
The Wyndcroft School invites you to  

attend the following events: 

Extravaganza & Auction 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 

Celebrate the 25th Annual Extravaganza & Auction!   

A fun night out for persons 21 years of age and older to support 

Wyndcroft.  For tickets, prize donations or to sponsor the event,  

contact Susan Rutherford, Director of Development  

at (610) 326-0544 x114. 

Graduation Ceremony 

Friday, June 10, 2016 at 10:00AM 

Come celebrate the conclusion of another school year and the  

matriculation of the Class of 2015.  As is tradition, each member of the 

class will say a few words during the ceremony. This is always a  

touching day and a great reminder of how confident and prepared 

Wyndcroft students are when they leave our halls. 

Attention Wyndcroft 

Classes of 2008 and 2012: 

Are you getting ready for a graduation from high 

school or college? If so, we ant to hear from you! 

What are your plans for the future? 

We’d love to highlight your accomplishments in the 

next issue of Wyndchimes. Please contact  

Amanda Arkans, Communications Coordinator at  

(610) 326-0544 x117 or aarkans@wyndcroft.org 


