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A Message From  

The Board of Trustees 

On Friday, February 24 the Wyndcroft Board of Trustees held their State of the School Membership Dinner. This event is held annually as a way 

for the Board to present their current and future plans for Wyndcroft to the community in an open forum.  

A highlight of the evening was the announcement of the completion of the “Creating a Campus” Capital Campaign.  

Thank you to everyone who took part in this important expansion of our school grounds and facilities.  

In addition, reports were made by each of the Board’s standing committees. 

 

Finance 

Once again, the Wyndcroft School is in good financial standing. Thanks to sound investments and fiscally responsible decisions, the school is  

positioned well for the future. It was noted that tuition does not cover all the expenses of the school and that the Development efforts of the 

school are important to our future success. 

 

Building and Grounds 

The Building and Grounds Committee announce the expansion of green 

space, opening of a new Gaga Ball Pit and a new outdoor study space. All 

of this is in the green field space across the street from the main school 

building where a house was razed to make this new area possible. 

 

Development 

The Development Committee thanked everyone who has already participated in this year’s Annual Giving Campaign and recognized our Class 

Captains. Once again, this year’s goal is for 100% parent participation in the campaign and current giving numbers were shared. 

In addition, the committee invited everyone to the 26th Annual Extravaganza & Auction on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This year’s theme is “Night 

at the Wyndseum.” 

 

Marketing and Enrollment 

The Marketing and Enrollment Committee was pleased to announce that, although recent trends in the industry indicate a downturn in  

enrollment, Wyndcroft experienced a 3% growth over last year. Thank you to everyone for their continued efforts to spread the word about 

Wyndcroft on social media, online reviews and through word of mouth. This is our most powerful marketing tool. 

About the Cover Photo 

 

Thanks to a winning bid at the 2016 Extravaganza and  

Auction, Wyndcroft 5th grader Danny Rovi acted as  

“Head of School for the Day” in March. 



Faculty Anniversaries 

Wyndcroft is recognize these two dedicated faculty members on the  
anniversary of their employment with Wyndcroft. 

 

Ida Fauth, French Language Teacher, 20 Years 

Wyndcroft is like a special garden 

where in one hundred years we have 

planted many seeds that have grown 

and reached for the sky! That makes 

me smile! -Mrs. Fauth 

 

Madame Fauth is one of Wyndcroft’s French Language 

Teachers, focusing on grades Early Childhood through 

Fifth. Because of the wide range of ages she teaches, her 

classroom is ever-changing in focus, but is always warm 

and welcoming. She is now also a proud Wyndcroft 

Grandparent. Her grandson Dominic is a member of this 

year’s Early Childhood class. 

 

Nikki Spatz, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher, 20 Years 

One of the things I love best about 

Wyndcroft is that our students get 

the opportunity to perform on 

stage every year. As a teacher of 

the young children I have the  

opportunity to watch them blossom 

from shy reluctant performers to 

very articulate and confident 

stars. –Mrs. Spatz 

 
Mrs. Spatz spends most of her time at Wyndcroft in the 

bright and sunny Early Learning Center with the Pre-

Kindergarten class, but it wasn’t always that way. Her 

first nine years at Wyndcroft were spent in the main 

building as a Second Grade teacher. Mrs. Spatz’s love for our youngest learners is evident in her classroom which is always filled with 

the joyful noises of happy children. 

Your gift to the Dr. Kate Wunner Professional Development Fund helps Wyndcroft provide training for our faculty 

and staff to ensure the most up-to-date, creative teaching techniques in our classrooms. 
 

Support this fund today at www.wyndcroft.org/give 



Wyndcroft Unplugged 

Wyndcroft Unplugged is an exploration into design-thinking that challenges students to think  
in a different way - keeping the end-user in mind.  

What is Design Thinking? 

Design thinking is a methodology used by designers to solve complex problems, and find 

desirable solutions for clients. Design thinking draws upon logic, imagination, intuition, 

and systemic reasoning, to explore possibilities of what could be—and to create desired 

outcomes that benefit the end user (the customer). For our students, design-thinking is 

like a scientific Non Sibi, where students think of others and not themselves when creating 

a design. 

This year, a week’s worth of afternoons were devoted to Wyndcroft Unplugged and de-

sign thinking. Each day brought about a new challenge for our students to tackle. From 

creating an anniversary logo for the school to finding new uses for found-objects, it was a 

very creative week. 

 

Balloon Car Race 

This year’s Wyndcroft Unplugged was highlighted by a balloon car race. Small groups of 

students were challenged with designing a car using limited resources that would run on 

balloon power. At the culminating event, an all-school Balloon Car Race was held with 

winners crowned at each grade level as well as the overall school distance winner. 



The Wyndcroft Players 

Each spring, The Wyndcroft Players put on a musical production.  
This year, the community enjoyed “Cinderella.” 

Want to see more like this from Wyndcroft? 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 



 

Foreign Language Features 

Two special events on the Wyndcroft calendar celebrate the school’s  
commitment to providing our students with a foundation in foreign  

languages. The annual French Fete and Latin Symposium events allow our 
students to  showcase their language skills and cultural learning. 

French Fete 

The annual French Fete is a four-day long celebration of all-things French. French-themed foods are served at lunch. Even the morning 

announcements are given in French. The highlights of the week are the student presentations. From our youngest learners singing songs 

in French to our Upper School students acting in skits and carrying on conversations, the French language is provides a wonderful back-

drop for this celebration of global citizenship. 

 

Latin Symposium 

Wyndcroft’s Latin Symposium offers the Upper School a chance to showcase their knowledge of both the Latin language and ancient 

Roman culture. Togas are worn by all students as they present research projects or read student authoried stories of mythology. Our 

Eighth Grade serves as tour guides dressed as Roman Gods and Goddesses, showing the Lower School students around the exhibits. 



Why I Give 
 

As a part of this year’s Annual Giving Campaign, “All Together Now,” members of the  

Wyndcroft community were asked WHY they give each year to Wyndcroft.  

Here is what they said… 

“We give to Wyndcroft because the outstanding staff and advanced curriculum contribute to a sound foundation for future 

learning and life experience for our child.  The staff is engaging, caring, and supportive.  I believe the school makes every 

attempt to keep the curriculum updated and yet traditional. Go Wyndcroft!” 

 -Betsy and Paul Valoret 

 

“By supporting Wyndcroft we are supporting our children’s academic and social development and helping to enrich the 

community of Wyndcroft students and families resulting in an environment in which they flourish.” 

 -Sonja and Ladislav Kotoulek 

 

“To help support the school and close the gap between tuition revenue and expenses."   

 -Erik and Kristin Paulson 

 

 “Annual Giving is an important part of Wyndcroft's Budget. As 

parents we have a vested interest in the sustainability of the 

school and, in turn, the enrichment of our children.” 

 -Dana and Gerry Mullaney 

 

"We love Wyndcroft. We give to help support the routine 

things and the many extras that make it so special throughout 

the year." 

 -Amy and Matt Rovi 

Ways to Give 

Gifts to Wyndcroft can be made online through our secure website, via mail or phone.  

Contact the Development Office at (610) 326-0544 x114 for more information. 

If you are interested in making gifts through employer matching funds, appreciated stocks or  

planned giving, please contact Robert Evans ‘65, Director of Development. 



Giving to  

Wyndcroft 
The following giving list includes combined giving to  Wyndcroft, no matter 

the fund to which it was directed. Gifts listed through March 31, 2017. 

Annual Giving 

Gifts to the Annual Fund support the 

general operating budget and have an 

immediate influence on the day-to-day 

vibrancy of our school. 

Endowment Fund 

Endowment helps to advance the long-

term goals of the school.  It provides 

income that ensures we can support our 

faculty and maintain our facilities for 

generations to come. 

Christopher and Anna Norton 

 

Dr. Kate Wunner  

Professional  

Development Fund 

This fund allows our teachers to learn 

and grow along with the students, keep-

ing them up to date on the latest  

teaching techniques and theories. 

Anonymous 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Huber 

Drs. William and Kathleen Wunner 

 

Restricted Gifts 

and Gifts In-Kind 

Marianne Lieberman and Carolyn Grant 

Quadgraphics 

Snively Society 

($15,000 and above) 

Eliza Marshall Baird `60 

Alice Marshall Sharp `58 

 

Trustee Circle 

($10,000-$14,999) 

Christopher and Anna Norton 

 

Millennium Circle 

($5,000-$9,999) 

Oscar and Terri Guerrero 

Clifford and Kristen Haugen 

Native Trout Charitable Trust 

Erik and Kristin Paulson 

Jeffrey and Bernadette Sparling 

 

Visionary Circle 

($2,500-$4,999) 

Marianne and Benjamin Durnall 

Nicole and John Gvodas 

Jonathan and Danielle Lange 

David and Ann Risell 

Mr. John Bourger and Ms. Selena 

   Vanderwerf 

 

Artisans 

($1,000-$2,499) 

David and Beth Allain 

Mark and Katy Bressi 

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Brewer 

David and Diane Charlton 

Christine J. Hill 

Craig and Deborah Kachmar 

David and Jackie Lurio 

The McCloskey Family 

Amanda B. Mitchell 

Stephen and Stephanie Mitchell `62 

Jerry and Dana Mullaney 

Mark Rice and Jennifer Matthews 

Mark and Glenna Rohlfing 

Matthew and Amy Rovi 

Maria Shields-Stoebenau and Joe Stoebenau 

Jonathan P. Wendell `71 

Gail and David Wolter 
 

Architects 

($500-$999) 

Sal Ali and Warqaa Majeed 

Burma `61 and Rick Bochner 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Conway 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dampman 

Sid and Cathy Forrest 

James and Julie Kim 

Todd and Heather Logic 

Joseph and Mary Miller 

Peter and Carolyn Mlynarczyk 

Orr Family Foundation - Scott Orr `72 and 

Stacey Orr `74 

L. Holmes Raker `60 

Balaji Rangaswamy and Vimala  

     Krishnamurthy 

Walter W. Schell Jr. `61 

Carmine and Lisa Schiavone 

Bill and Jodi Sheppard 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Valoret 

 

Thank you to our Board of Trustees and our Faculty and Staff for 

their 100% participation in this year’s Annual Giving Campaign! 



Designers 

($300-$499) 

Mr. and Mrs. John Carles 

Tom and Lori Cavanaugh 

John and Elizabeth Dollhopf 

Douglas and Lisa Dunn 

Heidi and Tom Eccleston 

Dan and Nikki Kelly 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lengel 

Staci and Erik Mortenson 

Dennis and Nancy Perna 

Susan and Reed Rafetto 

Mrs. Marion Rice 

Susan and Peter Sagona 

 

Founders 

(Up to $299) 

Daniel and Amanda Arkans 

William Baas `83 

David and Mary Anne Beasten 

Julie Bell 

Michael Bensch `96 

David and Raynelle Betancourt 

Steve `66 and Lis Bissell 

Greg and Lellus Blazic 

Diane Bodolus 

Terri Boothe-Genthe 

Kate and Bowen Borgeson 

Steven Borgeson 

Mr. and Mrs. William Boys 

Robert and Shelli Brooks 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brown 

Greg and Liz Buckles 

Virginia Buckles `03 

Mr. Kevin Carroll and Ms. Elizabeth Yeo 

Benjamin Chen `15 

Mark Ciarelli 

Margaret Conrad 

John and Cynthia D’Asaro 

Tricia Daub 

Charles Dempsey 

Charlotte Derr 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter DeWald 

Ken and Amy Dorris 

Tatumn Eccleston `15 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Eccleston, III 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Eck 

Daniel Edleman 

Jonathan `68 and Margaret Evans 

Robert W. Evans `65 

Ms. Lauren Exley 

Paul and Tina Farnsworth 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Fauth 

David and Ginny Fillman 

Fillman Machining, LLC 

Diane George and Michael Buonaguro 

Mark Gift and Stacie Olson 

Benjamin Griffaton `16 

George and Melissa Griffaton 

Carole Gooding 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Gundy, III 

Anna L. Gvodas `16 

Grace K. Gvodas `12 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Harrison 

Lois and Ray Hanling, III 

Lawrence and Janet Hendrickson 

Victor and Erin Holladay 

Michael Sinclair Hubbard `03 

Dr. Raymond Hubbard and  

     Ms. Sally Sinclair Hubbard 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Iacobucci 

Join us for a 

Night at the Wyndseum 

It’s that time of year again. The annual Extravaganza 

and Auction is scheduled for Saturday, April 29 at 

Wyndcroft. Join the Wyndcroft community for a night 

of fun, friends and fundraising. 

This year’s auction items include beautiful home and 

garden items, tickets to concerts, Broadway and 

sporting events, unique experiences,   

and so much more. 

Learn more about the event on our website at: 

www.wyndcroft.org/support/auction 



Mr. Douglas E. and Dr. Jennifer Jones 

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh E. Jones 

John and Jennifer Knighton 

Dale and Patricia Kolarz 

Stephen and Jane Kraemer 

Joe and Jennifer Lagor 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven LaGuardia 

Timothy Launders 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lay 

Barbara S. Lenzi 

Jim and kathi Madanci 

Rachel and Regis Martin 

Torin McFarland `09 

Todd and Donna McFarland 

Mrs. Dorothy Miller 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

Peter and Carolyn Mlynarczyk 

Rev. Daniel T. and Margaret A. Moser 

Jennifer and Darryl Mueller 

Dana Mullen 

Cameron Musser `16 

Matthew and Brooke Musser 

Peg and Jeff Neese 

Geoffrey and Courtney Neese 

Jude Neiman 

Lee Ann Neiman 

Scott and Cheryl Neiman 

John E. Norton 

Gerald and Anna Nowotarski 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Parker 

Elizabeth Biese McCaslin Passela `59 

Ms. Beth Paulus 

Jack and Maureen Pemrick 

Nicole Pupillo `10 

Sal and Paula Pupillo 

Venk Ramakrishnan 

Robert Rauscher  

Cita Revell 

Gregory and Michele Ribick 

David and Ann Ritts 

Sherri Robinson-Miller 

John and Susan Rutherford 

Whitney `61 and Kathy Sanders 

Ian Schiavone `16 

Naomi and Joshua Schmidt 

Tiffany Shaffer 

Mehul and Rakhee Shah 

Barbara Shelton 

Cassidy Sheppard 

John and Andrea Shultz 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Spatz 

Stephen Brown and Cathy Spirko 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Steltz 

Mr. John Storb and Ms.  

     Elizabeth Biesiot 

Drs. James and Jan Stuart 

Alex Turock 

Roberto and Alyssa Vidal 

Frederick and Amanda Vogt 

Cory and Lisa Wasson 

Sloan White `16 

Scott and Laurie White 

Charles and Anita Wilson 

 

Matching Gifts 

Argo Group 

BlackRock 

Brandywine Realty Trust 

The Cedarcrest Charitable Foundation 

Customized Energy Solutions Ltd. 

Exelon Corporation 

GlaxoSmithKline 

IMS Health 

Merck Company Foundation 

SAP America, Inc. 

Tyco Employee Matching Gift Program 

United Way of Greater Philadelphia and  

   Southern New Jersey 

Vanguard Group 

Wells Fargo Community Support  

   Campaign 

In Memoriam 

Robert Rauscher in memory of  

     Suzanna Rauscher 

Christopher and Anna Norton in  

     memory of Jean Lieberman 

In Honor Of 

Venk Ramakrishnan in honor of  

     Natarajan and Rajam Ramakrishnan 

2016-2017  

Board of Trustees 

David B. Allain, President 

Bernadette M. Sparling, Vice President 

Anna Norton, Treasurer 

Gerald Mullaney, Jr., Secretary 

 

Jeffrey E. Gorrin 

Oscar Guerrero 

Deborah Kachmar 

Jonathan Lange 

Thomas Lengel 

Carolyn Mlynarczyk 

Erik Paulson 

Carmine Schiavone 

Alice Sharp '58 

 

 

2016-2017  

Administration 

Gail L. Wolter 

Head of School 

Lisa Dunn 

Asst. Head of School 

Kate Borgeson 

Director of Admission 
 

Tina Farnsworth 

Director of Finance 
 

Robert Evans ‘65 

Director of Development 
 

Ken Dorris 
Director of Athletics 

 
Amanda Arkans 

Communications Coordinator 



Alumni News 

Here’s the latest from Wyndcroft’s Alumni network  
as well as our alumni parents and past faculty and staff. 

Class of 1946 

Ira D. Gruber `46 is Professor Emeritus of History at Rice Uni-

versity. He earned his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from Duke Uni-

versity, and became a professor at Duke after earning his Ph.D. 

in 1961. He went on to hold the positions of Fellow at the Insti-

tute of Early American History and Culture, Assistant Professor 

of History at Occidental College, and Harris Masterson, Jr. Pro-

fessor of History at Rice University. 

During his long teaching career, Ira published a number of works 

on American military history, specifically regarding the American 

Revolution. He has received several awards for his scholarship, 

including the 

Society for Military History's Samuel Eliot Morison Prize in 

2013. His most recent publication, Books and the British Army in 

the Age of the American Revolution, examines the books read by 

military officers during the Revolution and how these books may 

have influenced their techniques and decisions. Another book, 

The Howe Brothers and the American Revolution, discusses the failure 

of the Howe brothers to restore the British government in Amer-

ica. Admiral Howe and his brother General Sir William Howe, 

were pivotal, complex figures in the British war effort. At the 

beginning of the American War of Independence, Admiral Howe 

was known to be sympathetic to the colonists. He had known 

Benjamin Franklin since late 1774 and shared a commission with 

his brother, General Sir William Howe, head of the land forces, 

to attempt a reconciliation with the American colonies. 

Ira writes, “Wyndcroft did a lot for me from 1938 to 1946 – 

from K through 7th grade.  Our class was very small.   Virginia 

Feroe, Grant Irey, Mary Catherine Kidd, Elliot Vaughan, Diane 

Whiteley, and I were the regulars; others might have come and 

gone at one time or another (Richard V. Sweeney, William J. 

Cowperthwaite, Barron E. Kessler,  and Janet  

Himmelberger).  The Ash girls, Nancy and Bonnie, and Kathe-

rine Vaughan, who married Barry Kessler, were also at Wynd-

croft in the 1940s, although not in my class.” Ira went on to the 

Hill School, from which he graduated in 1951. 

 

Class of 1961 

Burma Bissell Bochner `61 sent Director of Development 

Robert Evans `65 a beautiful letter. She started in our Five-year-

old Kindergarten and spent nine years with us. Her brother and 

sister, Steve `67 and Jeanne `70 started with Mrs. Brown in the 

Four-year-old Kindergarten when they were only three years 

old. Burma’s father was Frank Bissell, the legendary Hill School 

wrestling coach, and her mother, Nellie, was a devoted  

Wyndcroft volunteer. Burma was able to maintain her “reading 

readiness” in Mrs. Hospador’s Kindergarten class with her  

mother’s help, despite injuries sustained in an automobile  

accident. 

Burma continues, “All the teachers were wonderful …. Mrs. 

Hartman taught me in First Grade, and then Miss Obie taught 

Second. She was a teacher all three of us had, and I can’t help but 

notice the similarities in our handwriting! Mrs. Mellon taught 

Third, and then we moved to the system of having a different 

teacher for each subject. Mrs. Groten, Mrs. Ebert, Mrs. Jenkins, 

Mr. Snively, Mrs. Snively – all put up with us and gave us a clas-

sical educational background which has put me in good stead for 

learning all my life. Diagramming sentences! Latin (which I 

loved)!  

Are you a Wyndcroft Alum with news to share? 

Send your update to: 

Robert Evans, Director of Development, the Wyndcroft School, 1395 Wilson Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 

Or fill out our online update form at www.wyndcroft.org/alumni 



Attention Wyndcroft  

Classes of  

2009 and 2013: 

Are you getting ready for a graduation from 

high school or college?  

If so, we want to hear from you!  

What are your plans for the future? 

We’d love to highlight your accomplishments in the 

next issue of Wyndchimes. Please contact  

Amanda Arkans, Communications Coordinator at  

(610) 326-0544 x117 or aarkans@wyndcroft.org 

“Outside the classroom, there are so many memories. I loved the 

music played by my prodigy classmate, Eddie Wills. I can still 

sing those songs. I enjoyed memorizing poems and reciting them. 

We had wonderful dances on some Friday nights. Poor Mr. 

Snively – hours of playing those records and feeding us pretzels 

from enormous metal cans. Many of us also took ballroom danc-

ing classes at Brookside [Country Club], but I don’t know how 

much stuck. 

I [recall] the girls’ softball field, the slanted part at the far end of 

the big field, and I wonder how our coach, Mrs. Hospador,  

managed! Our hits did roll further than they deserved, of course. 

We played “girls” basketball, outdoors, and the guards could not 

go past the center line. Kickball and dodgeball were great. Field 

Day was sort of awful, as I was never an athlete …. 

We were the first class to graduate indoors in the new gym. Our 

class song was “When You Walk Through a Storm.” 

 

Class of 1971 

Dr. S. Russell Vester `71 was named a Top Doctor - Thoracic 

Surgery in the 2016 Cincinnati Magazine survey of regional spe-

cialists. He’s the brother of John Vester `70. 

 

Class of 2016 

Thomas LaPorta `16 has been attending The Haverford School. 

His mother, Halina writes: “He absolutely loves it and regularly 

thanks his parents for sending him there. He has been on the 

Crew (Rowing) team all year and it has been a great sport for 

him. He also loves his Physics class. He has maintained a 100% 

grade on every assignment, project and test the entire year!” 

Wyndcroft 

Mission Statement 

 

The Wyndcroft School is a co-educational  

elementary day school for children in grades  

Early Education through Eight.  The mission of 

the school is to offer a rigorous academic  

program enabling the child to establish a firm  

foundation for a happy and successful future with 

confidence to succeed in an ever-changing 

world.  The curriculum is traditional and  

designed to develop the whole child.  It  

emphasizes fundamental skill instruction,  

character development, and the pursuit of  

excellence in English, history, mathematics,  

science, foreign languages and the arts. In a small 

class setting, the school endeavors to provide a 

safe, nurturing environment fostering  

creativity, a love of learning, personal  

integrity, determination and respect for others.   


